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Professor Michael Johnston, Charles A. 
Dana Professor of Politics Emeritus, is 
former Distinguished Professor at the 
International Anti-Corruption Academy 
(IACA). Professor Johnston has served as a 
senior consultant to organisations including 
the World Bank, United Nations, the US 

Agency for International Development, 
and the Organisation of American States. 
His research has covered corruption and 
inequality in the developed and developing 
worlds; democratisation and reform. His 
book Syndromes of Corruption: Wealth, 
Power, and Democracy won the 2009 
Grawemeyer Award for Ideas Improving 
World Order
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Zoom Webinar
Registrations are available through 
Eventbrite. Please register to recieve the 
zoom link for the day.
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E giverney.ainscough@anu.edu.au
T 02 6125 0479

The contemporary anti-corruption movement – really, by now, more of an 
anti-corruption industry – has devoted remarkably little effort to articulating 
its goals, and even less to spelling out the sorts of futures it might help bring 
about, intentionally or otherwise. 
If we accept it that a world without any corruption at all is impossible, 
then where might we be headed? The question is not just a matter of idle 
speculation; rather, it requires us to think about trends and changes in 
politics, national and global economies, technology, the role and vitality of the 
nation-state, popular trust and estrangement, leadership, and the evolution of 
civil societies, to name just a few major influences. 
We will discuss these and other influences that might help bring about a 
range of possible outcomes, including Civic Virtue Triumphant, Data to 
the Rescue, the Privatization of Everything, the Piratization of Everything, 
Populists Ascendant, and…Something Like Justice. Which of those 
scenarios, if any, come to pass will have much to do not only with the choices 
reformers make, but also with our understanding of the nature and sources of 
social change, and of the law of unintended consequences.
Hard and fast answers are highly unlikely to emerge from our discussion, but 
perhaps we can become more keenly aware of the insights and cautionary 
tales we all can offer, based on our experiences in analyzing and challenging 
corruption problems. 
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The Transnational Research Institute on Corruption (TRIC) was established in 
2010 as a cross disciplinary centre to bring together ANU expertise in the study of 
corruption. Its prime focus is research, though it will develop capacity in teaching 
about corruption and corruption prevention, as well as undertake technical assis-

tance. TRIC sits within the Crawford School of Public Policy.
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